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AHHOTAUNA®

aymHada ¢ 1997 r. u go koHna 2010 r. Me-

KAYHAPOAHBIM WHCTUTYT COI[UATbHOMN HCTO-

puu B Amctepzame (namee MUCH) BeicTynan
B KaueCcTBe X03AMHA U pa3paboTuyrka MporpaMMHO-
ro obecreyeHus aHTIOSA3BIYHON UHTEPHET-BEPCUU
ArcheoBiblioBase (ABB; http://www.iisg.nl/abb/),
Haubosiee MOJHOTO CIIPAaBOYHUKA U Obubnuorpaduye-
CKoro ykasartessa o moutu 600 POCCHICKUM apXuBam
Y PYKOIUCHBIM COGPaHUAM C UX aIMUHUCTPATUBHBI-
Mmu BegoMcTBamu. Hauvnad c nera 2012 r. Jlenapra-
MEHT MeX/AYHapOAHOTro pa3BUTHA Poccuiickoil aka-
JeMUH HAapOJHOT'O XO3AMCTBA U rOCyZapCTBEHHOU
cayx6n1 pu IIpe3uzente Poccuiickoit ®ezepaiiuu
(PAHXul'C; http://www.rane.ru/) cOryacuics mpu-
HATH Ha ce0s1 cofieprkaHue U obcmykruBaHre ABB B Poc-
cun. COOTBETCTBYIOIIee coralieHre 6bUT0 TOATNCAHO
B Havasie 2013 r. B pamkax sToro cornamenusa MVUCU
B AMcTepzaMe POOJIKaEeT MOAAEPKUBATh BEOGCAUT
Y OCHOBHYIO IporpaMmmy 6a3el JaHHbeix CMS, a Ha caii-
te PAHXul'C pasmeineHo 3epkaio ABB.

ABB HauuHasica B MoCKBe KaK COBMECTHBIN pyc-
CKO-aMepUKaHCKUM nmpoekT Mexay IREX u Otzerne-
HueM ucropuu Poccuiickoit Akaziemuu Hayk B 1991 .
U pa3melasucsa B [ocyzapcTBeHHOUW ITyOJIMYHON HUCTO-
pudeckoit bubnuoreke (I'TIVB). B utone 1992 . 66110
IO/ CAaHO COBMECTHOe cornamenue mexay IREX
u PocapxuBoMm. ABB nepemectuica B Pocapxus, rie
pasmeracsa o 2004 r. Cerogns ArcheoBiblioBase —
3TO COBMECTHBIN PyCCKO-TOJUIAHCKUH aHTIOSA3bIYHBIN
BeO-CaliT CO CChUIKAMU Ha PYCCKOSI3bIYHBIE aPXUBHBIE
BeOCalThl U 6a3bl JaHHBIX, IPE/JCTABIAIOIINN cOO0M
BCECTOPOHHIOIO CIIPAaBOYHYIO U OUbIMorpadUIecKyro
WHOOPMALMOHHYIO cHcTeMy 110 moutu 600 poccuii-
CKHMM apXuBaM U PYKOIIUCHBIM coOpaHusaM. CTaTUCTH-
YyecKue JJaHHble UCII0Ib30BaHus, cobpanHbie MVICH,
MOATBEPXK/AI0T BOCTPeOOBaHHOCTh NHOPMAIIUH,
pasMellieHHOU Ha BebOcatiTe ABB: B Mecsll ero moce-
matoT oT 1300 zo 3000 mosib3oBaTesne.

1. COOEP>XAHUE BA3bl AAHHbIX

a) yupexAeHUA, XpaHAIIUue apXuBHbBIE JOKY-
MEHTBI

B HacTosIiee BpeMs 6a3a JaHHbIX ABB BKtouaeT
cBegeHus 577 yapexaenuii Poccuiickoii ®eznepanuu,
XpaHAIIMX apXUBHBIE JOKyMEeHTHI, KOTOpbIe pacipeze-
JIEHBI 110 CJIEIIOIINM pa3zenaM: paszen B — 14 deze-
PaJIbHBIX APXUBOB, HAXOAAIIUXCSA TIO/, IOPUCAUKITHEN

*  PepKonneruvs >ypHana c4mtaeT HeoOXoAVMMbIM NPeano-
cnatb cTatbe MaTprumm KeHHeam lpymcten paclumpen-
HYI0 aHHOTaLUMIO, NOAroTOBNEHHYIO J1. V. BOpOoaKMHbBIM.

Pocapxusa; paszgenr C — 30 BeZOMCTBEHHBIX apXU-
BOB, He BXOZAIINX B IOPUCAUKIINIO PocapxuBa (apxu-
BHI [IpesugenTta, MU/, MO, ®CE, 3AT'C, l'ocdmibmo-
doHga u Ap.), 26 U3 KOTOPBIX AOCTYIIHHI Ha BebcaiTe;
paszen D — 19 ropozacKux 1 06;1acTHRIX apXUBOB Mo-
ckBbl U CaHKT-IleTepbypra, BKIOUYass HEKOTOPHIE Be-
JIOMCTBeHHbIe apxuBbI (apxuBbl 3AI'C, apXUBHI yIIPaB-
nennit ®CB mo MockBe u CaHkT-IleTepOypry U Ap.);
paszgen E — 60 apXxuBOXpaHWIUI] aKaleMUYECKUX,
y4eOHBIX, HAYYHBIX UHCTUTYTOB U YHUBEPCUTETOB
Mocksel u C.-IleTep6ypra, 53 U3 KOTOPBIX AOCTYII-
HbI Ha Bebcaiite; paszen F — 23 HerocyzapCcTBeHHBIX
apxuBa, TaKUX Kak «Memopuas», HapoaHbIl apXuB
(mIOKyMeHTHI KOTOPOTO ceiiyac HaxozasTcss B PTAHI)
u 7p. (HaX0AWTCA B CTaZANU PeaKTUPOBAHUA U IIOKA
JUUISI TIOJIb30BaTesIel Ha caliTe OTKPHITO TOJIBKO 6 opra-
HU3aIWK) ; paszaen G — 26 apXUBOB U PYKOITHCHBIX Xpa-
HWINI BeAyux 6ubarorek MockBbl u CaHKT-IleTep-
Oypra, 24 13 KOTOPBIX IOCTYITHbI Ha BebcaiiTe; paszaen
H — 221 apxuB ¥ XpaHWINII] PyKOITUCHBIX COOpaHU
my3eeB MockBbl U C.-IleTepOypra (128 MOCKOBCKUX
My3eeB U 93 CaHKT-eTepOyprcKUx); B HACTOALUIUN
MOMEHT 53 XpaHWININA JOCTYIIHO I II0Jb30BaTe-
Jieti Ha caiite ABB; paszen RusFed — crnipaBoyuHast UH-
dopmanus o 184 rocyzapcTBEHHBIX apxyuBax Poccuii-
ckoit ®eneparu (BHe MockBbl u CaHKT-ITeTepOypra)
u 6ubnuorpadus K HUM.
Bce aTu pazgesnsl cosepikar:

— crmpaBouHyio HHGopmManuioo ob yupexje-
HUAX: PYCCKOe Ha3BaHME YIPeKJeHUs, Hallu-
CaHHOEe TPAaHC/IUTEPALMEN, U eT0 aHIVIMHCKUH
IiepeBO/i, HAMEHOBAHUeE BHIIIECTOALIEN Op-
ra"Husanuu (pycckoe v aHIIMHACKUY IepeBo/),
azpeca, TenedoHsl, BpeMs paboTel, PVIO pyko-
BOZICTBA U UX TesleOHBI U T. 1.

— HCTOpUYeCcKHe CIIPaBKH, BKJIIOYAlOIINe Ipe-
JBIAyINYe Ha3BaHUA yUpexXeHus Ha PyCCKOM
(TpaHC/AUTEpaALWA) U aHIIUHCKOM S3BIKAX,
Ux abbpeBHATYpY C JaTaMU IlepeuMeHOBaHUM,
a Tak)Ke TeKCTOBOE OICaHUE;

— omnucaHue XpaHANUXcA JOKYMEHTOB, a TaK-
JKe CTATUCTUKY XPAHAIMIUXCSA JOKYMEHTOB,
€CJIV TaKOBas UMEeTCH;

— YCJIOBHUA JOCTYIIA K JOKyMEHTaM U paboTHl
C HUMHU, HaJu4Me YUTaJbHOI'O 3aJ1a;

— Hay4YHO-CIIpaBOYHBIU allnapar;

— BO3MOXXHOCTH KOIIMPOBaHUA JOKYMEHTOB;

— HaJM4Yye CIPpaBOYHOH GMOINOTEKY;

— B 0a3se JaHHBIX TPEYCMOTPEHO TAaKXKE OTAEb-
HOe OTMcaHue moJpaszieIeHu yupexjeHuH,
XpaHAIINX apXUBHbBIE TOKYMEHTHI:

— OubsmorpaduIo JaHHOTO YIPEXKAEHUs, pas-
JleJIeHHYIO0 Ha o611yto 6ubnrorpaduto (obmue
IIyTeBOAUTENH, CIIPABOYHUKY 110 GOHZAM ap-
XWBa) W CIelUaJu3UpOBaHHbIe U3faHus (06-
30PBI, ONMMMCAHUSA OTAENbHBIX COOPaHUHN, KOJI-
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JIEKIIUH U T.71.), & TAaKXKE HEOMyOIMKOBaHHbIE
Y MaIIUHOMKUCHBIE U3JaHUS — BCETO OKOJIO
6500 usgaunuii. Bubauorpadus npusszaHa
K CBOEMY YUPEKAEHHUIO.
Pazgen RusFed moka He COAEPIKUT TaKOU oApo6-
HOM MHbOpMAaIUU. 3eCh pa3MelieHa TOIbKO CIIPaBOY-
Hast uHpopMaIusa 06 apxuBax v 6ubmrorpadus K HUM.
ApPXUBBI CTPYIIITUPOBAHBI MO MPUHAJIEKHOCTH K deie-
PaJbHBIM OKPyTaM U [0 PETHOHAM.
0) cipaBouyHas 6ubnauorpadus
B 6a3e manHbIXx ABB nMeeTcss OOMIUPHBIN pa3s-
e obmei 6ubnuorpaduu — pasgena A, BKIIOYAk0-
mui okoso 1500 uszanuii. Bee nsaHus, BKIIOUEHHBIE
B paszen A, Tak e Kak ¥ 6ubnuorpadus yupexie-
HUU, UMEIOT TOoJHOe Gubnuorpadpudyeckoe omuca-
HHe. B 6ubnrorpadru UMEIOTCSA aKTyaabHbIE CChLIKU
Ha UMEIOIIHECS NTeKTPOHHBIE U3/IaHUs], B YaCTHOCTU
Ha 6a3y gaHHbIX «[IyTeBoguTe N MO PoccUiiCKUM ap-
X¥BaM» Ha nopraje «Apxusbl Poccum». Kpome Toro,
B 0a3e IaHHBIX MPEAYCMOTPEHBI CCBUTKYA Ha HaJTHYKe
KakKZIoTO KOHKPETHOI'O U3JJaHUA B KPyITHeUInx 616-
JIMOTEYHBIX XPAaHWINIIAX, TAKUX KakKk BubinoTeka
Kownrpecca CIIIA (DLC), 6ubiuoreka ['apBap/cKoro
yHUBepcuTeTa, bubanoreka PocapxuBa, Poccuiickas
rocyzapcrBenHas bubnauorexa (PTB) u ap. B ciyuae
ecyiv Kakoe-mubo U3ZlaHue UMeeT KpoMe MeYyaTHOH
eme U MUKpopopMy (MUKPOPMIBM, MUKPODHUIIH),
B 6a3e JaHHBIX TAK)Ke IIPeAyCMOTPEHA CChUIKA Ha KOJI-
JleKnmio Mukpouszganuii: IDC, EastView u ap.

2. NIPOT'PAMMHOE OBECMEYEHWE

MySQL. B 2005 r. MexxiyHapOAHBIN HHCTUTYT CO-
nuasbHoU uctopun (MUCH, AMcTepaam) pa3paboTal
nHpopMannoHHylo cuctemy (Content Management
System — CMS) /i pa3MeleHus Ha CBOEM CaiiTe aH-
mntickol Bepcuu ABB. /I 3TOTO MCIO/IB30BaIaCh
CYB/JI MySQL. basa gaHHBIX yIIpaBifdeTCca C cepBe-
pa, UCIOJIb3YIOLIEro ONepaloOHHYI0 CUCTeMy Linux,
HO TaK)ke MOXKHO ucIonb3oBaTh MS Windows.

Pycckos3bIyHaa 6a3a JaHHBIX

CymectByoinas 6aza ganHbsix ABB CMS He BKJIIO-
YaeT MmapasuleibHble PYCCKOS3BIYHbBIE (aliibl C JAHHBI-
My, pazpabortanusle B 1990-x rr. ®aiiibl ¢ JaHHBIMU
ABB Ha pyccKoM fI3bIKe OBLTM COXPaHEHHI B dJEK-
TpoHHOU dpopme B MOCKBe, HO OHM He OOHOBJISINCD
c2000r.

B nmocnegnue aBa gecartunetuss ABB saBiseTrcs
JJIs1 BCETO MUpPa CBOEOOPA3HBIM «OKHOM» B POCCHIA-
CKU€e apXWBBI, OTKPHIBAIOIINM JOCTYII K Bce OoJee oT-
KPBITOMY CIIPABOYHOMY amnapary, HOBOCTAM apXuB-
HOW OTpacyivi, HOBBIM 3JIEKTPOHHBIM U3JJaHUAM U T. /.
[Tozo6HOM 10 cBoeMy 06beMy U UHGOPMATUBHOCTH
6a3bl JaHHBIX [0 apXUBaM HET HU B OJHOU CTpaHe,
Hu B CIIIA, HU B AHIINY, HU I7e-1ubo eie. B uzearne

ArcheoBiblioBase MoeT cTaTh 4acThIO ABYSA3BIYHOTO
apXUBHOT'O MHTepHeT-MopTana B MoCKBe, BKIIOYAIO-
IIero CBeZleHUsI He TOJIBKO O CAMUX apXUBaX, HO U ap-
XUBHBIX COOpaHUAX OUOIHNOTEK, My3€€B, YIPEXKAEHUN
MuHucrtepcTBa KyAbTypsl PO, AkazeMuu HayK U Ap.
OTO MOXKeT ITOJIOXKUTh Havaso BhIXoAy Poccuy Ha Be-
ZyII¥ie IO3UIVY B MUPE B IUIaHE CO3JAHVSA U Pa3BUTHA
COBPEMEHHBIX MEXYHAPOAHBIX CIIPABOYHBIX CHCTEM.

* k X%

ABB Project
International Institute of Social History (IISH),
Amsterdam
Russian Presidential Academy for the National
Economy and Public
Administration (RANEPA), Centre for International
Projects, Moscow

ArcheoBiblioBase (ABB) —
<http://www.iisg.nl/abb />
Directory and Reference Bibliography for Russian Ar-
chives and Manuscript Repositories

Directed by Patricia Kennedy Grimsted, Harvard
University, Cambridge MA

Associate, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies
Senior Research Associate, Ukrainian Research Institute
Honorary Fellow, International Institute for Social His-
tory, Amsterdam,

and RANEPA Centre for Russian Studies, Moscow
Moscow Coordinator: Natalia Maslova, RANEPA
(Moscow)

Programmer: Gordan Cupac, IISH (Amsterdam)
Library Consultant: Mikhail Afanas’ev, Director,
State Public Historical Library (GPIB), Moscow

Summary Description and Specifications (June
2014)

Since 1997, the International Institute of So-
cial History (IISH) in Amsterdam has served as the
host and program developer for the digital Eng-
lish-language Internet version of ArcheoBiblioBase
(ABB — <http://www.iisg.nl/abb/>, RANEPA
mirror website: <http://www.ranepa.ru/eng/aca-
demics/center-for-russian-studies/crs-abb-database.
html>), the comprehensive directory and reference
bibliography for close to 600 Russian archives and
manuscript repositories.

Starting in Summer 2012, the Centre for Russian
Studies of the Russian Presidential Academy for the
National Economy and Public Administration (RANE-
PA; <http://www.rane.ru/homepage.html>; or in
Russian — RANKhiGS) agreed to provide a new home
for ArcheoBiblioBase in Russia and hired the Russian
coordinator, Natalia Maslova. An agreement signed
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in March 2013 provides that IISH in Amsterdam will
continue to maintain the computer infrastructure —
the website and master CMS database program, while
RANEPA will be responsible for substantive upkeep of
the data files (see the announcement on the ABB home
page on the IISH website). As of Spring 2014, RANE-
PA now displays a mirror website and an international
board of advisors is being formed. Plans call for reviv-
al of the ABB Cyrillic data files with expansion and up-
dating to provide a bilingual facility.

ArcheoBiblioBase started in Moscow as a collab-
orative Russian-American project between the Inter-
national Research & Exchanges Board (IREX) and the
Division of History of the Academy of Sciences in 1991
with a computer center at the State Public Historical
Library (GPIB). After a collaborative agreement was
signed between IREX and Rosarkhiv in June 1992, the
project moved to Rosarkhiv, where it was housed un-
til 2004.

Currently ArcheoBiblioBase continues its Eng-
lish-language Internet website out of Amsterdam, with
links to Russian-language archival websites and data-
bases, providing a comprehensive directory and biblio-
graphic reference system for close to 400 archives and
manuscript repositories under various rubrics as noted
below. Usage statistics compiled for IISH confirm that
ABB is among the most heavily trafficked components
of the IISH website, with between 1,300 and 3,000
unique visits per month. Efforts are underway for fur-
ther updating and expansion of its basic coverage.

Moscow and St. Petersburg coverage currently ex-
tends to 195 federal, local state and non-state reposito-
ries, including libraries, museums, and academic insti-
tutions. Presenting data about unpublished sources of
all types and periods — from the Archive of the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation (AP RF) to film studios
and factory museums — it provides basic reference for
those using traditional state and CPSU records, medi-
eval manuscripts, and personal papers. The directo-
ry provides a starting place to locate manuscript maps,
folk songs, motion pictures, genealogical data, tech-
nical documentation, and architectural drawings, to
name only a few among the specialized sources cov-
ered. Data for individual institutions and their various
divisions includes their history (with all of their previ-
ous names and acronyms), and brief characterization
of holdings. Notes about access provisions and work-
ing conditions in each repository augment researcher-
orientation. Data about reference facilities include an-
notated listings of guides and specialized finding aids
(total over 8,000 records), with links to available dig-
itized editions.

Basic listings also extend to 186 state archives
throughout the Russian Federation, together with
available guides and other reference listings.

This ABB coverage should alert researchers in all

disciplines to the wealth of archival holdings of all
types and historical periods. As ABB on-line coverage
expands to a wider range of repositories, governmen-
tal and non-governmental, this directory with accom-
panying bibliography of reference aids significantly
opens “intellectual access” for research opportunities
in Russia.

1. DIRECTORY CONTENT

Repository data is maintained in the IISH-devel-
oped Content Management System (CMS) Internet da-
tabase. Updated data is displayed on the ABB website:
<http://www.iisg.nl/abb/>.

A. Repositories covered in ABB — total 583 in-
stitutions:

Part B — 14 Federal archives under Rosarkhiv

Part C — 29 Federal agency archives (with right of
retention of their own records), including
FSB, MID/MFA, and Ministry of Defense ar-
chives, etc.

Part D — 19 municipal and oblast state archives in
Moscow and Saint Petersburg

Part E — 61 archives under the former Academy of Sci-
ences and other Academies now under the
Federal Agency for Scientific Organizations,
as well as other Academies, universities, and
research institutions in Moscow and Saint
Petersburg (additional ones not displayed
require updating)

Part F — 23 archives under independent (i.e. non-
state) institutions or agencies,

Part G — 26 archives and manuscript departments un-
der major libraries in Moscow and Saint Pe-
tersburg

Part H— 219 archives and manuscript holdings in ma-
jor museums — 126 museums in Moscow
and 93 in Saint Petersburg

Part R (RusFed) — 192 state archives of Sub-
jects of the Russian Federation outside
of Moscow and Saint Petersburg and their
reference bibliography.

N.B. Coverage of others is gradually being added
as updating continues in Moscow.

REPOSITORY COVERAGE:

For each repository, separate pull-down menu
components cover:

History of the repository and its predecessors
with correlated listings in English and Russian (trans-
literated) of all previous names (with dates and ac-
ronyms), as well as those of component repositories
whose holdings are now incorporated in the present
one.

Holdings with a survey of major categories and
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highlights of documentation held by the archive.

Multiple Divisions (Departments): Coverage
under many repositories extends to several different
divisions, especially for libraries and museums where
archival materials are located in different sections, or
that have manuscript divisions as well as archives, and
audio-visual units.

Access and Facilities, including under Access, a
brief survey of relevant access restrictions and recent
declassification highlights; Working Conditions, in-
cluding quantity order limitation and delivery time;
Copy facilities, with note about quantity limits and de-
livery time for photocopies, scans, or microfilm; Ref-
erence facilities, with links to electronic reference fa-
cilities, and notes about available finding aids (opisi);
and the extent of Library facilities within the archive.

Bibliography of Guides and Finding Aids, divid-
ed into General and Specialized component sections;
subsections are indicated on opening; links to elec-
tronic versions.

The “Access and Facilities”, and “Bibliography”
components cover all divisions under a given reposi-
tory, with separate rubrics for subdivisions as needed.

B. REFERENCE BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Over 8,000 numbered bibliographic records for
archival reference publications:

Part A — over 1,500 (General Bibliography of
Archival Reference Publications). Not currently dis-
played, it is hoped with Moscow assistance for further
updating can be prepared for launch as soon as possi-
ble on the ABB website.

An interim selected “Reference Bibliography” is
currently available on the ABB website in a PDF file,
which also could benefit from further updating.

Parts B— H, and R — over 6,500 under specif-
ic archival repositories, guides, specialized finding
aids, and other reference publications divided between

“General” and “Specialized” categories, relationally
linked to the repositories they describe, and links to
electronic versions. “Categories” of bibliographic cov-
erage are listed in red at the top of the opening screen
under “Bibliography” for both “General” and “Special-
ized” listings.

Internal database reference websites available in
many archives are indicated with direct links.

2. CURRENT PROGRAM PROVISIONS
AND HIGHLIGHTS

MySQL. The state-of-the-art ABB Content Man-
agement System, developed by IISH in Amsterdam,
uses a MySQL database engine with ‘.php’ front end.
This is a very general standard in web-technology and
should not present any problem when ported to an-

other host. The database is running on a server using
the Linux operating system, but it could also run on a
Windows server.

From ABB Amsterdam programmer (Gordan Cu-
pac, IISH): Specifications:

database: — mysql database (v. 5); — 33.6 Mega-
bytes;

— 47 tables;

— 101,023 records;

— 1,051 repositories/divisions;

— 7,556 bibliographic entries.

website: — php/mysql; — 23 Megabytes.

CMS: — php/mysql; — 2 Megabyte.

Cyrillic Data Files. The present ABB CMS data-
base does not incorporate the parallel Russian-lan-
guage data files developed in Moscow in the 1990s.
The CMS program will require coding adjustments to
handle Cyrillic, as well as parallel data files and pro-
gram development for a new user interface for efficient
bilingual utilization.

The ABB Cyrillic data files in the Russian language
have been preserved in electronic form in Moscow, but
they have not been updated since 2000.

3. ABB HISTORY:

ArcheoBiblioBase was initially formed on the ba-
sis of data from the series of archival directories, bib-
liographies, and research handbooks compiled by Pa-
tricia Kennedy Grimsted (PKG), starting with her first
article on Soviet archives in 1965. Most of the bibli-
ographic files from the PKG published directory and
bibliography series (Princeton University Press, 1972—
1988) covering archives and manuscript repositories in
what is now the Russian Federation have been entered
with updated annotations as part of the current data-
base (see bibliography below at the end of this report).

Most of Dr Grimsted’s directories were produced
under a series of grants from the National Endowment
for the Humanities (starting in 1971) with matching
funds from various other sources. During most of that
period, Dr Grimsted has been based at Harvard Univer-
sity, with an office furnished by the Ukrainian Research
Institute, and as an associate of the Russian Research
Center, currently the Davis Center for Russian and Eur-
asian Studies. Research travel abroad for gathering and
verifying data was mainly sponsored by the Interna-
tional Research & Exchanges Board (IREX), which also
actively helped subsidize the collaborative directories
prepared in Moscow during the 1990s.

Dr Grimsted regularly presented advisory semi-
nars for IREX researchers on exchange programs in the
Soviet Union, and benefited from many field reports re-
garding archival research from IREX and other schol-
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ars in the USSR. She also consulted with out-going par-
ticipants for the Canadian exchange programs. During
the period 1986-1991, she represented the American
Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies on
the IREX-sponsored US-Soviet Archival Commission.
Following the publication of the English edition of Ar-
chives of Russia (NY: M. E. Sharpe, 2000), she received
the AAASS ‘Award for Distinguished Contribution to
Slavic Studies’ in 2002.

1990s — Earlier stand-alone Database in
Fourth Dimension (ASIUS)

Developed initially with the aim of producing au-
tomatic formatted output for printed publication, with
later additional alternate automatic output formats for
IDC microform catalogues, and then for Internet dis-
play on the IISH website in Amsterdam.

The initial ABB system was started at Harvard
University in database format in 1990, on hard disks
for stand-alone computers, under sponsorship of NEH,
IREX, Smith-Richardson, and other U. S. foundations,
was to produce automatically formatted printed copies
of updated Russian archival directory coverage, includ-
ing coverage of many sensitive institutions such as the
Foreign Ministry and the KGB, then not generally cov-
ered in official archival directories.

ABB moved to Moscow in 1991, under as a col-
laborative agreement between IREX and the Division
of History of the Academy of Sciences with a comput-
er center first established at the State Public Historical
Library (GPIB). A collaborative agreement between
IREX and Rosarkhiv was signed in June 1992, and ABB
moved to an office in the State Archive of the Russian
Federation (GA RF) in 1993. The ABB database pro-
gram was redeveloped by a Russian programmer, Yuri
Liamin. Parallel bilingual data files for the ABB data-
base were developed and maintained in Moscow —
one in English with romanized Russian repository and
bibliographic entries and a second in Russian (Cyrillic).

The database was used first to produce automatic
formatted output for English-language directories for
IREX participants and others (starting in 1992). Fol-
lowing an initial version in July, an updated version
was presented at the International Congress of Ar-
chives (ICA) in Montreal in September 1992. By the
mid-90s a Russian-language directory Arkhivy Rossii
(Moscow, 1997) was published by Rosarkhiv, includ-
ing several automatic indexing functions ABB devel-
opped for ABB. An advance copy was presented at the
International Congress of Archives (ICA) in Beijing in
August 1996.

Starting in 1994, an output format was developed
by the ABB Moscow programmer for a short-form In-
ternet Gopher at Yale University. Then in 1997 an alter-
nate output routine from ABB produced html files for a

short-form Russian-language Internet site at the State
Public Historical Library (GPIB) and an English-lan-
guage short-version website designed by IISH director
Jaap Kloosterman on the IISH website in Amsterdam.

Subsequently with Soros (Open Society Institute)
and IISH support, the data files were considerably ex-
panded and more repositories added for the 2000 two-
volume updated English-language printed version Ar-
chives of Russia (New York: M. E. Sharpe, 2000). Soros
sponsorship in Moscow and IISH sponsorship in Am-
sterdam made possible the expanded publications and
Internet development.

Rosarkhiv used retranslated text of the English
data files from the 2000 U. S. publication to start the
Russian-language “Arkhivy Rossii” website (using
HTML) in Moscow in 2001 (with Soros funding). At
that point, Rosarkhiv refused the IISH offer for cooper-
ative development of a collaborative bilingual Internet
database. Today, Rosarkhiv continues to use the earli-
er directory data and reference bibliography from the
ABB data files for its own website; although still not in
a database format, the Russian format and fields dis-
played resemble ABB structure and retain the original
ABB reference bibliography.

In the original ABB database from the 1990s, pub-
lication facilities included automatic indexing and
cross-referencing for authors, repository acronyms,
and other features, as well as coordinating previous
names and acronyms to present repository names and
acronyms in both transliterated Russian and English
(some hand-editing required). Those features have
not been carried over to the CMS version, which aims
only for Internet display and provides on-line search-
ing rather than indexed printed editions.

The Russian (Cyrillic) Data Files are retained in
Moscow, essentially updated only to correspond with
the English-language 2000 publication. With RANE-
PA plans for an updated Russian version of ABB, ad-
ditional coding will be necessary to add Russian-lan-
guage (Cyrillic) capacity to the current CMS database,
together with parallel data files. Updating substantive
data and more automatic features for transliteration
will also be needed.

Ukrainian Capacity was added in the mid-1990s,
and considerable portions of the PKG electronic data
files from the PKG published directory of Ukrainian ar-
chives (Princeton, 1988) were converted to separate
Ukrainian files, housed in the Central Library of the
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in Kyiv. Ukrainian elec-
tronic files from the PKG 1988 published directory of
Ukrainian archives were updated on line, and assisted
by Ukrainian Derzhkomarkhiv, Internet coverage was
initially produced in English only for the HURI website
at Harvard, but is no longer continued. When Ukraini-
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an archival agency Derzhkomarkhiv developed its own
bi-lingual website with a parallel English component
including the PKG bibliographic data, the ABB opera-
tion in Ukraine was discontinued. The current Internet
version on the Amsterdam IISH database and website
covers only the Russian Federation.

4. BIBLIOGRAPHIC AND FORMAT
SPECIFICATIONS

a. Relational links between archives and full
bibliographic references to their guides and other
reference aids

One of the most important features underlying
ABB coverage and database structure has been the re-
lational link between repository directory-level cov-
erage and bibliography of reference aids. Directory
coverage includes brief description and history of hold-
ings, with all previous repository names, dates and ac-
ronyms, working conditions, access restrictions, and
other vital data. Bibliography of reference aids pro-
vides comprehensive coverage of general repository-
level guides and related literature as well as specialized
finding aids, including many unpublished or in-house
issues and links to the growing number of electron-
ic versions. Thereby our name — Archeo-Biblio-Base!

b. Relational Links to Microform and Electron-
ic editions:

In the 1970s, the predecessor PKG published bib-
liographical coverage of archival reference literature
(from the published Princeton 1972 and 1976 directo-
ries) was extended in conjunction with IDC Publishers
(Zug, Switzerland and later Leiden, the Netherlands)
to produce microfiche editions of all finding aids list-
ed. The 1996 IDC Supplement to the Princeton 1972
Moscow-Leningrad coverage, simultaneous referenced
the IDC microfiche editions linking the directory bibli-
ographic coverage with microfiche editions. When the
directories of Baltic (1981) and Ukrainian (1988) re-
positories were issued, corresponding microfiche col-
lections of the finding aids listed were prepared under
PKG direction and issued simultaneously, bibliograph-
ically linked to the printed directories.

When the database version was developed in the
early 1990s, a separate bibliographic field was set up to
reference IDC order numbers. Later a subfield for mi-
crofilm order numbers for regional guides produced in
microform by EastView Publishers, with continued cor-
relation tables on the microform publishers’ websites.

Later in the 1990s, when so many repositories
changed their names a correlated catalogue was pro-
duced for the IDC (later with Brill) website with the
new names of archival repositories (with official acro-

nyms) in the Moscow-Leningrad volumes correlated to
earlier printed versions.

More recently in the 2000s, a field has been add-
ed with hot links to electronic versions of reference
publications available on the Internet, but the link be-
tween archival repository and reference literature is al-
ways preserved.

5. UPDATING SINCE 2000 — ARCHIVES
OF RUSSIA— AND FUTURE NEEDS

Updating the ABB data files since the 2000 pub-
lication of Archives of Russia, and the initiation of the
[ISH-developed CMS starting in 2005, has been han-
dled in Moscow by Natalia Maslova in consultation
with Patricia Grimsted, specialists at the State Public
Historical Library (GPIB), Rosarkhiv, and direct con-
sultation by visit, phone or e-mail with many of the in-
dividual archives covered. A stipend for Maslova’s was
largely covered by IISH through 2010, with some addi-
tional outside contributions. Given shifts in IISH priori-
ties and funding limitations, however, IISH support for
Russian upkeep substantive website maintenance for
the English version of ABB expired at the end of 2010.
The database remained on the IISH website with mini-
mal programming support. Starting in 2011, Dr Grim-
sted found minimal interim support and supervised
Maslova’s work on ABB at a reduced level.

After RANEPA agreed to take over ABB updating
in Moscow, since the summer of 2012, Natalia Maslo-
va is serving as the Moscow Coordinator for ABB on
the RANEPA staff, continuing updating and input func-
tions. A cooperative three-year Agreement was signed
in early 2013 between RANEPA and IISH, whereby IISH
would continue supporting the ABB computer infra-
structure for the CMS and website display.

As a signatory to the new Agreement, Dr Grimst-
ed continues as a consultant for the immediate future,
as an Honorary Fellow of the RANEPA Center for Rus-
sian Studies and Visiting Professor. However, given
that she has long exceeded retirement age, a replace-
ment senior editor-advisor will need to found to take
over supervisory English-language editing as well as
direction of ABB.

In connection with substantive upkeep of ABB
data files in Moscow, provisions for more assistance in
regular data and bibliographic support and consulta-
tive advice will be needed for many repositories and
general bibliography.

More assistance from Russian specialists is bad-
ly needed, including senior consultants as advisors. In
connection with substantive updating, consideration
should be given for a new questionnaire and more on-
site visits for key repositories.

Arrangements for a much-needed Saint Peters-
burg based consultant and regular on-going assistance
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for coverage of Saint Petersburg repositories were dis-
cussed during a visit by Grimsted and Maslova in Sep-
tember 2013, but implementation is still needed.

Training of additional data-input assistants will be
crucial. Natalia Maslova has drafted an extensive input
handbook, on the basis of earlier instructions for ABB
database input in the 1990s, which will be essential for
others. She has agreed to assist with training special-
ists for data gathering and database input.

Now that a RANEPA mirror website has been
launched, consideration will be needed of desirable vi-
sual website improvement with images or archives and
orientation maps where available. Reference, search,
and navigation improvements in the on-line compo-
nent also need to be implemented, because the pres-
ent database program and display have not been up-
dated since development in the first decade of the new
century.

If and when a parallel Russian version of the CMS
data files becomes possible, much more assistance will
be needed for verification and updating of earlier Cy-
rillic data files and implementation of an efficient bi-
lingual system with provisions for parallel data entry.

6. RECENT WEBSITE USAGE STATISTICS

Statistics compiled by IISH confirm that the ABB
website is heavily trafficked by researchers throughout
the world, one of the most used components of their
website. In the first four months of 2010, for example,
the site had over 7,500 unique visitors, 10,728 visits
and 331,570 page views, with a high for the month of
April of over 2,200 unique visitors, over 3,000 unique
visits, and over 100,000 page-views. For June 2013,
IISH recorded 1,475 unique visits to the ABB web-
site with 4,087 page views, down from February 2013,
when 1,751 visits were recorded and 4,669 page loads.

This level of usage speaks to the importance of
continuing and expanding the English version of ABB.
Inquiries and praise from archivists in many countries
suggest the need to maintain the basic English-lan-
guage files, although as a Russian-based project in the
future, the Russian-language files require more empha-
sis with expansion and regular up-dating.

7.NEGOTIATIONS FOR ABB COOPERATION
AND A NEW HOME, 2010-2012

At the end of July 2010, Dr Grimsted presented of
a report about ABB at the StockholmWorld Congress
of the International Council for Central and East Euro-
pean Studies (ICCEES), emphasizing the hope and de-
sirability of finding a new home for the project in Rus-
sia. The panel entitled “Archival Transition in Russia
and the Legacy of Displaced European Archives,” was
chaired by IISH director Jaap Kloosterman and includ-

ed presentations by Nikita Petrov (Memorial, Moscow);
Sophie Coeuré (now University of Paris — 7 Dider-
ot); and Elena Danielson, retired head archivist at the
Hoover Institution (Stanford California).

During the previous decade, Rosarkhiv had de-
clined IISH many offers to develop a web-based bi-
lingual database for ABB, which in the end IISH de-
velopped on its own. By 2010, however, a new IISH
director suggested it was time for ABB to move back to
Moscow, where it could be better and more efficiently
kept up to date. When Dr Grimsted was searching for
a new permanent Russian home for ArcheoBiblioBase,
first choice went to the Russian State Archival Agency
(Rosarkhiv), which initially expressed interest in taking
over ABB. However as it turned out, Rosarkhiv was not
in a position to offer support for the sophisticated CMS
database system developed in Amsterdam for the Eng-
lish-language data files, nor could Rosarkhiv guaran-
tee that the entire English-language database would be
maintained on the Rosarkhiv Internet Portal. Further-
more, Rosarkhiv was not prepared for a collaborative
agreement with a foreign research and archival insti-
tute such as IISH, or a foreign university. Meanwhile in
Moscow, the director of the State Public Historical Li-
brary (GPIB) agreed to continue institutional support
and to serve as bibliographic consultant. He was also
present at the Stockholm presentation.

Representatives of several other foreign univer-
sities expressed interest in joining forces to ensure
the preservation and upkeep of ABB. For examle, in
2010, ABB was enthusiastically invited to join forces
and participate in the projected International Com-
munist Studies and Archives Portal (ICSAP), under the
Zentrum fiir Zeithistorische Forschung (ZZF), Potsdam.
Dr Grimsted demonstrated ABB at a ZZF workshop in
Potsdam in June 2010, with considerable praise from
archivists from the Bundesarchiv and participants from
several European countries. Subsequently ZZF offered
to take over ABB temporarily until a permanent home
could be found. In consultation with IISH, however, a
temporary move was declined, and there was still hope
for a Moscow home. Besides, Dr Grimsted could not
agree to ABB participation in the first stage of the IC-
SAP project, as later requested, because at that point
ABB still lacked a permanent institutional host.

8. ANEW RUSSIAN HOME FOR ABB:
RANEPA IN COOPERATION WITH IISH

Starting in 2012, negotiations began with RANE-
PA for upkeep of the database, and IISH agreed to a col-
laborative arrangement whereby they would continue
to preserve the underlying ABB database on their serv-
er with their programmer supporting infrastructure
and the website interface. As of Fall 2013, RANEPA is
initiating a mirror website with home pages in Russian
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and English for the English-language database, un-
der its Center for Russian Studies. Eventually for Rus-
sian use funding needs to be found to revive the Rus-
sian version of the ABB database with bilingual display.

Recently RANEPA has been forming an interna-
tional board of advisors. Plans also call for a future
workshop and international conference presentations
for ABB.

9. TECHNICAL BIBLIOGRAPHIC AND
FORMAT SPECIFICATIONS

a. Bibliographic standards

Given the bilingual data files intended for publica-
tion in both Russian and English, it was not possible to
adhere to strict library bibliographic standards, which
did not have all the fields needed for both language
files (with alternate variant usage and printed style re-
quirements), or the added fields for annotations, mi-
croform editions, library locations, and more recently
links to electronic editions, and /or inclusion of the lat-
est database of Russian archival guides.

For English-language publication output, we ad-
here to a modified Chicago Manual of Style (CMS), as
developed over the years for PKG published directo-
ries with Princeton University Press, with variants as
required for correlated microfiche catalogues by IDC
Publishers (now part of Brill), and now electronic ver-
sions. Similar bibliographic style is now used for web-
site display.

We have never used MARC trained librarians or
MARC fields for bibliographic data, which would have
greatly added to the cost of production and upkeep. Al-
though we explored this possibility at several instances
in connection with NEH grant requirements, we always
provided needed explanations justifying our variant
usage. However, ABB bibliographic data fields cover all
needed MARC fields and more, and our usage in this re-
spect was approved by NEH.

Our bibliographic data-entry system may be com-
plicated, because many fields and sub-fields are involved,
but we have been able to train Russian assistants for
data entry in the 1990s, when most of the data entry
was done. Our current data-entry system is much less
complicated and more intuitive than MARC data entry.

b. Transliteration standards

Bibliographic records in the 1990s included both
original Cyrillic Russian data and romanized data in Li-
brary of Congress transliteration (as per AACR II) with-
out ligatures, and English translations in many fields.

Bibliographic data in the current English-lan-
guage IISH CMS are all romanized.

Geographic references use standards of the
U.S. Board on Geographic Names, as used by the Li-
brary of Congress, with some cross-references to other
widely used forms of geographic names.

c. Library, Microform, and Internet Hot Links
for Bibliography

For U.S. researcher access to finding aids in the US
(pre-Internet availability), library location fields and
call numbers were added to aid researchers with verifi-
cation of archival holdings for planning research visits
in the Soviet Union (mostly then under IREX). Sever-
al U.S. librarians cooperated in checking and report-
ing their holdings against ABB listings, and ABB great-
ly benefitted from such cooperation with the Library of
Congress, Harvard University, and the University of Il-
linois, among others.

For potential microform duplication or now digiti-
zation purposes of small pressrun and rare Russian edi-
tions, Moscow locations were added — e.g. VNIIDAD,
Central Rosarkhiv Library (now under GA RF), and Ro-
sarkhiv office holdings.

Recently, library locations for original printed edi-
tions have not been updated, because many important
reference editions are now available in digital versions
on the Internet, and links are provided within ABB re-
pository bibliographic listings.

d. International Archival Standards

When ABB started in the 1990s, there were no repos-
itory-level international descriptive standards, although
in the meantime they have been developed by the ICA.

Our data fields were adapted to Russian needs and
usage, and the needs of foreign libraries and research-
ers in acquiring and circulating data about Russian re-
positories and reference bibliography.

When IISH started development of the CMS, we
discussed revamping repository and bibliographic
fields to conform to newly developed ICA standards,
but IISH then decided it would be too costly to convert,
and agreed that our standards were indeed appropri-
ate to Russian usage and foreign researcher needs in
Russia and the post-Soviet environment.

Dr Grimsted met with the Secretary General and
others at the ICA Paris headquarters in October 2013.
At their request, a copy of these specifications was for-
warded to that office, where they have agreed to re-
view and offer further advice.

In the future, consideration may want to be given
to encourage conversion of data fields to international
archival standards, once those are stabilized by the ICA
and IFLA, and IF Russian libraries and archives were to
adopt them. So far, such archival and bibliographic de-
scription has yet to be standardized in Russia.
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So far, we have not found standardized interna-
tional (ICA) repository-level coverage includes some
of the fields that ABB attempts to portray reflecting
complexities in Russian repositories. Most important
we would not want to lose the unique ABB inclusion
of annotated comments on working conditions and
reference bibliography for individual archives rela-
tionally linked to their repository entries with hot
links to electronic editions and the on-line Rosarkhiv
database of “Guides to Russian Archives”. When the
General Reference Bibliography (Part A) goes on line,
additional links should be provided from those bibli-
ographic entries to their coverage related to individ-
ual repositories.
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